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Welcome to Pet Aid Finder'sGrant
Guide
We See You and Your Pet.

We Understand Your Financial Struggles to Provide For Your Pet.

Help Can Be Found.

You Are Not Alone.

This ebook is designed to guide you and your family through your pet's urgent
and chronic pet medical funding options with clarity and compassion.

Our mission is to provide an easy-to-follow guide where you can quickly find the
right support your pet needs.

Inside, you will find step-by-step checklists, national and regional grant listings,

specialized resources for income-qualified and unhoused families, and templates
to help you apply efficiently.

Each section begins with quick guidance, then expands into actionable steps.
The goal is to take you from overwhelmed to organized, from panic to a plan—

without losing valuable time.

Please read the Important Notes section carefully, then proceed to the

emergency grants, chronic care resources, and specialized programs.

You'll also find checklists and grant application trackers.

If you are denied funding, don't give up.

Keep going: the Next Steps Roadmap shows you exactly what to try next.

We stand with you and your pet.
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A Message to Our
Families
We know how frightening and overwhelming it can feel when a pet you love is

hurting and you are worried about how to afford the care they need. Your pets
are family, and wanting help does not mean you have failed them. It simply

means you care.

PetAidFinder was created to support you during this difficult time. Every

organization listed here has been reviewed and verified. These grants exist
because good people want to help families like yours receive necessary medical

care for their pets.

Before you apply, please remember a few things that can greatly increase your
chances of approval.

• Act quickly. Many grants run out of funds each month.

• Have your documents ready. A written diagnosis, cost estimate, and proof of

income are commonly required.

• Check each program’s requirements so you do not waste precious time.

You are not alone.

There is a community standing with you and hoping for healing for your pet. We

hope this guide gives you a clear path forward.

With compassion,
The PetAidFinder Team
Helping You Afford the Care They Deserve

5



6



How to Use This Directory

Important Notes Before You Begin

Families in crisis often feel overwhelmed, so this guide is organized in the order
most people need help.

1) If this is an emergency, start with the Emergency Grants section. These
programs respond the fastest.

2) If your pet has a chronic or non-urgent condition, use the Chronic Care

section.

3) If your family is low income or unhoused, see the Specialized Assistance

section.

4) If you live in a specific region, check Regional Aid.

5) Use the checklist to stay organized and apply efficiently.

6) If you are denied, do not stop. Continue with the next steps section at the end.

This structure reduces stress and helps families move from panic to action.

Species Eligibility: Most grant programs cover dogs and cats only. A few will
help with birds, rabbits, or other species, but this varies. Always confirm

eligibility before applying.

Direct Veterinary Payments: Almost every organization will pay the veterinary
provider directly. They will not send funds to pet owners.

Diagnosis Required: You must have a confirmed diagnosis and cost estimate
before applying. No programs offer funds without documentation from a

veterinarian.

Funding Changes Monthly: Some programs open and close throughout the year.
Always check the organization’s website for the current status.
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Grant Application
Checklist

Step 1: Immediate Preparation

Use this checklist to stay organized and improve your chances of approval. Move
through the steps in order, and keep your documents in a single folder—digital or

printed. Share this plan with your veterinary team so they can coordinate with
funders if contacted.

[ ] Visit a licensed veterinarian for a written diagnosis.
[ ] Request a detailed, itemized cost estimate.

[ ] Take clear photos of your pet. Some grants require them.
[ ] Check age or spay and neuter requirements for each program.
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Step 2: Gather Financial
Documentation

Step 3: Submit Applications

Step 4: Follow Up

[ ] Proof of income such as pay stubs or benefit letters.
[ ] Most recent Federal Tax Return (Form 1040) if required.

[ ] Documentation for programs such as SNAP, Medicaid, or TANF.
[ ] A short written hardship statement.

[ ] Identify which grants match your pet’s condition and your financial situation.

[ ] Confirm your vet is willing to accept third-party payments.
[ ] Apply as soon as possible. Timing is critical.

[ ] Monitor email and spam folders daily.

[ ] Inform your vet which grants you applied to so they can verify details.
[ ] If denied, apply to the next group of programs without delay.

Tip: Create a simple file name convention for uploads, such as
PetName_Diagnosis.pdf, PetName_Estimate.pdf, and PetName_1040.pdf. This

saves time on every application and reduces errors. If your clinic uses a portal,
download the documents in PDF form.
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National Emergency and
Urgent Care Grants

RedRover Relief Urgent Care
Grants

Frankie’s Friends

Paws 4 A Cure

These programs help with sudden, life-threatening medical needs. They move
faster than chronic care organizations. Start with these if your veterinarian
indicates that the situation is emergent, time-sensitive, or immediately life-

threatening. Always have your diagnosis, itemized estimate, and clinic contact
details ready before you submit.

Website: https://redrover.org/relief. At a glance: Small grants for life-threatening

emergencies. Fast response. Description: Provides grants of about 200 to 250
dollars for pets facing immediate medical crises. Requirements: Written

diagnosis and treatment plan are required. Notes: Program availability changes
frequently. Always check current status.

Website: https://www.frankiesfriends.org/apply-for-assistance-3. At a glance:

Emergency and specialty care for pets who would not receive treatment
otherwise. Description: Supports emergency and specialty veterinary care.

Requirements: The veterinarian must submit the application. Notes: Not available
for routine care or procedures already completed.

Website: https://www.paws4acure.org/askforhelp.php. At a glance: Small grants
for illness or injury. Dogs and cats only. Description: Helps cover treatment for
illnesses and injuries. Requirements: Veterinary diagnosis and cost estimate.

Notes: Does not cover routine or preventative care.
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Bow Wow Buddies Foundation
Website: https://www.bowwowbuddies.com/apply-for-grant/. At a glance: Larger
grants available for dogs in crisis. Description: Offers grants up to 2,500 dollars

for urgent medical care. Requirements: Detailed diagnosis and treatment
estimate. Notes: Rolling application process.
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Application strategy: Submit to at least two emergency programs on the same
day. Let your clinic know which ones you applied to and confirm they will

respond promptly to verification calls or emails. Keep your phone on and check
email, voicemail, and spam folders daily. If a funder requires a vet-submitted
application, ask your clinic to complete it while you submit owner portions

elsewhere.
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National Chronic and
Non-Urgent Care
Support

The Pet Fund

The Onyx and Breezy Foundation

These organizations assist with long-term medical needs such as cancer,

orthopedic injury, and chronic disease. They typically review applications in
cycles and may require more detailed documentation. If your pet’s condition is

stable but serious, start here after confirming the diagnosis and estimate.

Website: https://www.thepetfund.com/for-pet-owners. At a glance: Helps with
chronic and non-urgent conditions. Description: Supports treatments such as

cancer care, heart disease, and orthopedic issues. Requirements: Diagnosis and
estimate required. Notes: Waitlists are common due to demand.

Website: https://www.onyxandbreezy.org/. At a glance: Offers help with medical

care, food, and hardship supplies. Description: Provides support for various
animal welfare needs. Requirements: Proof of financial hardship. Notes: Also

supports shelters and rescues.

Documentation tip: Chronic care applications often ask for a prognosis and
treatment plan timeline. Ask your vet to clearly outline phases (diagnostics,
procedure, medications, rechecks) with costs for each. This increases funder

confidence and can reduce back-and-forth requests.
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Specialized
Assistance:
Homelessness,
Income-Qualified, and
Hardship
Pets of the Homeless

Banfield Foundation HOPE Funds

Website: https://www.petsofthehomeless.org/. At a glance: Food, supplies, and
emergency care for unhoused individuals. Description: Provides free pet food

and emergency veterinary care. Requirements: Verification of homelessness.
Notes: Includes clinic and pet food bank locators.

Website: https://www.banfieldfoundation.org/Banfield-Foundation-Resources-

for-pet-owners. At a glance: Help for Banfield clients who meet income
requirements. Description: Emergency aid delivered through participating

Banfield hospitals. Requirements: Must be a Banfield client and income-qualified.
Notes: Funds are applied directly to the veterinary bill.

How to prepare: If you are unhoused or recently displaced, collect what you can
—photo ID, any benefits letters, and your pet’s vaccine or medical history. Ask a

case manager or shelter to provide a brief verification letter if needed. For
income-qualified programs, bring your latest pay stubs or award letters. Many

programs partner with local clinics; call ahead to confirm participation and
required paperwork.
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Regional and Location-Specific Aid

Shakespeare Animal Fund

Website: https://www.shakespeareanimalfund.org/ineedhelp. At a glance:
Emergency aid for limited regions. Description: Provides help for low-income

families in Northern Nevada and Alachua County in Florida. Requirements: Proof
of hardship. Notes: Location restrictions apply.

Finding local options: Contact your county animal services, humane society, or
veterinary school to ask about area-specific funds. Many city shelters maintain

small emergency funds for community pets. University veterinary teaching
hospitals may have compassionate care funds for qualifying cases.
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Glossary of Useful
Terms

Next Steps Roadmap

Diagnosis: A written confirmation of your pet’s medical condition. Estimate: The
itemized cost of treatment. Direct pay: When an organization pays the

veterinarian instead of you. Emergency care: Immediate treatment needed for
survival. Rolling basis: Applications are reviewed as they are received, rather

than waiting for a specific deadline. Chronic care: Ongoing treatment for long-
term illness. Income-qualified: Programs based on financial need.

1. Determine if your pet’s condition is an emergency. Obtain information from

your veterinarian using the form below.
2. Get a diagnosis and cost estimate today.

3. Apply to emergency grants first if needed.
4. Move to chronic or income-qualified programs next.
5. Contact your vet about payment plans.

6. Explore crowdfunding for additional support.
7. Stay persistent. Many families secure help after multiple applications.

Organizing your week:

Day 1—Vet visit, diagnosis, estimate.

Day 2—Submit two emergency applications and one chronic/income-qualified if
applicable.

Day 3—Launch crowdfunding and inform clinic.

Day 4—Follow up with funders, upload any requested items.

Day 5—Contact regional resources and low-cost clinics. Repeat as needed.
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If You Are Denied a
Grant
Denials happen often. It is not your fault, and it does not mean your pet is out of
options. Funding cycles, eligibility limits, and timing can all affect outcomes.

What matters most is persistence and organization. Use the steps below
immediately after receiving a denial so you maintain momentum and keep your

pet’s case active with your veterinary team.

Try the following steps:

1. Apply to at least three more programs.

2. Consider applying to Waggle or GoFundMe fundraiser. Waggle can be
specifically helpful for pet medical bills and pays the veterinarian directly, which

builds trust with donors.
3. Ask your vet about payment plans, discounts, or staged treatment options.
4. Contact low-cost veterinary clinics in your area.

5. Reapply later if your situation changes.
6. Keep copies of everything for faster applications next time.

Crowdfunding tips: Include your diagnosis, estimate, and a clear photo. State

that funds go directly to the clinic if possible. Post quick updates after each
milestone—a lab result, an appointment scheduled, or a recheck completed.

Share with local community groups and ask two friends to share on their
timelines the day you launch.
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PetAidFinder: Veterinary
Information Form

1. Clinic Information

2. Patient Information

3. Medical Diagnosis & Treatment
Plan

To the Veterinarian/Clinic: The owner of this pet is applying for financial
assistance through various pet health grants. Most grant organizations require
the following specific information to process a request. Please complete this

form or provide a printed document containing these details. If possible, please
provide this information on clinic letterhead if possible. Many grants view official

letterhead as a primary verification step to prevent fraud.

• Clinic Name: ____________________________
• Phone Number: __________________________

• Treating Veterinarian: ____________________
• Clinic Email (for grant verification): ________

• Does this clinic accept direct payment from non-profit 501(c)(3) organizations?
[ ] Yes [ ] No

• Pet Name: __________ Species: [ ] Dog [ ] Cat [ ] Bird [ ] Other

• Breed: ______________ Weight: ______
• Age: ______ Spay/Neutered? [ ] Yes [ ] No

• Formal Diagnosis: _______________________
• Is this condition: [ ] Emergency/Life-Threatening [ ] Chronic/Non-Urgent
• Required Treatment/Procedure: ____________

• Prognosis with Treatment: [ ] Excellent [ ] Good [ ] Fair [ ] Poor
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4. Financial Estimate

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Request an Itemized Invoice.

Ensure the vet provides a printed, itemized breakdown of costs on clinic
letterhead.

Verify your pet's diagnosis from the veterinarian.

Ensure the diagnosis is clearly written; grantors cannot process “suspected”
or “pending” diagnoses.

Obtain clinic cooperation with written documentation of your pet's condition
and treatment options.

• Total Estimated Cost of Treatment: $________
• Has any portion of this been paid? [ ] Yes: $_____ [ ] No

• Amount required for treatment to begin: $________

Instructions for the Family:

Confirm that the clinic is willing to be contacted by grant organizations to verify

medical details.
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Pet Hardship
Statement Template
Instructions: Fill in the bracketed information and provide a brief, honest
explanation of your current situation. Grantors value sincerity and clear details.

Date: [Current Date] To: [Name of Grant Organization] Subject: Financial
Hardship Statement for [Pet's Name]

1. My Pet’s Story My pet, [Pet's Name], is a [Age]-year-old [Breed/Species] who

has been a part of my family for [Number] years. [Pet's Name] is more than just
an animal to me; they are [mention a special trait, e.g., my best friend / my

emotional support / my child's constant companion].

2. The Medical Situation Recently, [Pet's Name] was diagnosed with [Diagnosis
from your vet]. According to my veterinarian at [Clinic Name], the necessary
treatment is [Type of Treatment]. This treatment is critical because [explain what

happens if they don't get the care, e.g., it will save their life / stop their chronic
pain].

3. Financial Hardship Details I am writing to request financial assistance

because I am currently facing a significant financial hardship due to [choose one
or describe your own: job loss / medical bills / fixed income / unexpected

emergency / homelessness].
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• My current monthly income is approximately $[Amount].

• My essential expenses (rent, utilities, food) leave me with $[Amount] at the end
of the month.

• I have already tried to [list any efforts made, e.g., applied for CareCredit /
asked family for help / started a small fundraiser].

4. My Commitment Despite these challenges, I am fully committed to [Pet's
Name]’s recovery. I will ensure they attend all follow-up appointments and

receive their medications as prescribed. Your assistance would make it possible
for [Pet's Name] to get the care they deserve and stay in our loved home.

Thank you for your time and for the incredible work you do.

Sincerely,
[Your Name] [Your Phone Number] [Your Email Address]
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PetAidFinder Grant
Application Tracker
Instructions: Use one row for each organization you contact. Keep this sheet with
your veterinary estimate and financial documents for quick reference.

Information you may want to include in your notes:

Organization’s Name, Date Applied, Required Documents Sent, Pending Status

(Pending/Approved/Denied), and Follow up date.

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________
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Grant Application Best Practices
• Track the Outcome: Record the date you were notified of an award or denial to
help plan your next steps.

• Monitor Deadlines: Many grants have specific submission windows or monthly
funding cycles; noting these helps you apply at the most effective time.

• Maintain Funder Notes: Use a notes section to track specific requirements,

such as if a funder needs a follow-up "Happy Tail" story or a photo after
treatment.

• Stay Organized: Keep a digital or physical folder with common attachments like
your IRS Form 1040, Proof of Income, and Veterinary Records to speed up future

applications.

• Keep Applying: If one organization denies your request, do not be discouraged;

move immediately to the next one on your list.
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Status Key for Your Tracker

• Draft: You have started the
application but need more info (like a
vet estimate).

• Submitted: The application is

complete and sent to the funder.

• Requested Changes: The

organization needs more details or
updated documents before they can

decide.

• Approved/Active: Funding has been
granted and is being sent to your

veterinarian.

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Thank you.
Thank you for reviewing our guide and doing your very best to help your pet. We

know this isn't easy, and we want you to know that we are proud of you for
seeking help.

Our entire team at PetAidFinder is rooting for you and your pet.

As you search for grants, please remember that help is out there.

If you need support, feel free to reach out to us anytime at

help@petaidfinder.com.

We are constantly updating our resources, so please bookmark our site at
www.petaidfinder.com and visit often.

And if you can, please pass this guide along to other pet families who may need
it.

From our pets to yours, we are rooting for you.
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